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shore with eight men, to seek for a good landing place.   The
sea was high, and the sailors obstinate in wishing to stay
there, would push on by dint of rowing, the result of which
was that the boat filled with water, sank, and seven out of
the eight men were drowned; the other, swimming stoutly,
reached the land.    The captains seeing the boat lost, re-
mained thereabouts till the weather grew calmer, and the
following day, as well as they could with the two little brigs,
landed the horses, the artillery, and the stores; and elected as
governor Lope d'Olando, until Niquesa should be found.
So that the men should not entertain any hope of escaping,
he ran the ships on shore; though afterwards perceiving
his mistake, he had a caravel constructed with the wrecks, in
case of need.    He built some houses, he sowed some maize,
he roved through some villages, but found them all aban-
doned, for the Indians  from fear had all retired to the
mountains.    These people, seeing no advantage in fighting,
did not wish to meet their assailants in open day, but trusted
to their being starved out by the nature of the country.
"Whilst Olando was doing all this, there arrived three sailors
in the  small boat  of the  caravel, having deserted from
governor Niquesa, who, they gave information, was in one
of the Zorobaro islands, without his caravel; and that he
had been, wandering about the hills of that country, which
he found full of woods and ponds, eating fruits, herbs, and
roots, but did not meet with any inhabitants.    Olando im-
mediately sent a little brig, and, on its arrival, the governor
embarked with his few remaining soldiers, and came  to
his army.1
Niquesa now complained loudly of Olando, accusing him
of treachery in running the ships on shore, without troubling
himself to seek for him, just to usurp the government. Then
he made known that he intended to go away, but the
1 Tliis relation substantially agrees with that of Oviedo, except thafc
the latter throws more guilt on the shoulders of Lope do Olano. ((Trans.)